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What is Horizon Europe?

• Horizon Europe is the current 
iteration of the EU Framework 
Programme for Research and 
Innovation (FP9)

• Total budget approx. €97 billion 
(NZ$ 155 billion) over 2021–2027

• New Zealand is formally 
Associating to Pillar II

• Budget of approx. €53.5 billion 
(NZ$ 90 billion)

EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation
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• EU–NZ agreement on Scientific and 
technological cooperation agreement 2009

• Exploratory talks on Association late 2021, 
concluded mid-2022

• EU delegation to NZ Dec 2022, draft Association 
agreement negotiated and initialled

• Formal signing expected mid-2023
• Horizon Europe Pillar II open now to 

applications from NZ researchers

How we got here



Te Ara Paerangi – Future Pathways: A future 
focused RSI system for New Zealand that is:
• focused, well resourced, collaborative and 

equitable

• ensures the research, science and innovation 
system makes an impact of national and global 
significance

• embeds Te Tiriti and Māori aspirations into its 
design

• supports an excellent and diverse workforce

• sustainable, resilient and cohesive.

How it fits with NZ

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/agencies-policies-and-budget-initiatives/te-ara-paerangi-future-pathways/te-ara-paerangi-future-pathways-white-paper/


Horizon Europe programme



Horizon Europe programme



Horizon Europe programme

1. Staying healthy
2. Living & working in a health-

promoting environment
3. Tackling diseases & 

reducing disease burden
4. Innovative, sustainable and 

high-quality healthcare
5. Unlocking the full potential 

of new tools, technologies 
and digital solutions for a 
healthy society

6. Maintaining an innovative, 
sustainable & globally 
competitive health industry

Cluster 1 - Health

1. Democracy and 
Governance

2. European Cultural Heritage 
and the Cultural and 
Creative Industries

3. Social and Economic 
transformations

Cluster 2 – Culture, 
Creativity and Inclusive 

Society

1. Better protect the RU and 
its citizens against Crime 
and Terrorism

2. Effective management of 
EU external borders

3. Protected infrastructure
4. Increased Cybersecurity
5. A Disaster-Resilient Society 

for Europe
6. SSRI (Strengthened 

Security Research and 
Innovation)

Cluster 3 – Civil Security for 
Society

1. Climate neutral, circular 
and digitised production

2. Increased autonomy in key 
strategic value chains for 
resilient industry

3. World leading data and 
computing Technologies

4. Digital and emerging 
Technologies for 
competitiveness and fit for 
the green deal

5. Open strategic autonomy 
in developing, deploying 
and using global space-
based infrastructures, 
services, applications and 
data

6. A human-centred and 
ethical development of 
digital and industrial 
technologies

Cluster 4 – Digital, Industry 
and Space

1. Climate science and 
responses

2. Cross-sectoral solutions for 
the climate transition

3. Sustainable, secure and 
competitive energy supply

4. Efficient, sustainable and 
inclusive energy use

5. Clean and competitive 
solutions for all transport 
modes

6. Safe, Resilient Transport 
and Smart Mobility 
services for passengers 
and goods

Cluster 5 – Climate, Energy 
and Mobility

1. Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
services

2. Fair, healthy and 
environmentally-friendly 
food systems from primary 
production to 
consumption

3. Circular economy and 
bioeconomy sectors

4. Clean environment and 
zero pollution

5. Land, oceans and water for 
climate action

6. Resilient, inclusive, healthy 
and green rural, coastal 
and urban communities

7. Innovative governance, 
environmental 
observations and digital 
solutions in support of the 
Green Deal

Cluster 6 – Food, 
Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture and 
Environment

Horizon Europe – Pillar II Clusters and Destinations

43 56 51 107 189 176
Topics in 
2023–24 work 
programme



How to find calls

• Download work 
programme pdf 
from the web

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en


How to find calls

• Download work 
programme pdf 
from the web

or

• Browse Funding 
and Tenders 
Portal

 Type of action
 Budget
 Expected outcomes
 Conditions

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search


Types of actions

Main types of actions

Commercialisation

Extended operation of
production hardware

Demonstration of
pre-production hardware

Prototype demonstration
(“looks like” hardware)

Breadboard demonstration
(“acts like” hardware)

Proof of concept validation
(integrating components)

Proof of concept research
(bench scale)

Academic Research

Technology Readiness Levels



Horizon Europe consortia

• Pillar II projects are inherently multinational 
collaborations, strongly impact focused

• NZ partners can join or lead consortia
• Can be multiple NZ partners in a project
• Minimum requirements (for most activities)

• 3 EU Member/Associated countries
• 1 partner from EU Member country

• Third countries can be included, but not always 
funded

• Pacific island nations can receive funding

+

+

+
...



Horizon Europe consortia

Coordinator

Work package 
leader

Task leader

Task partner

Responsibility,
Funding,          
Time commitment

More

Less

• Number of partners is usually  
much greater than 3, scales 
with size of project

• Successful consortia are a 
balance of complementary skills 
and perspectives

• Networking events, partner 
search, NCPs

• Funding agreement + 
consortium agreement (incl. IP)



Assessment criteria and process

Receipt of 
proposals

Individual 
evaluation

Consensus 
group

Panel 
review Finalisation

Grant 
agreement 
preparation

EXCELLENCE IMPACT QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY 
OF IMPLEMENTATION



Opportunities for ECRs

• Register with 
European 
Commission as 
an expert

• Answer MBIE call 
for expressions 
of  interest to be 
a NCP

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert


Domestic top-up scheme

• Top-up scheme will enable NZ researchers and research 
organisations to participate in the programme without 
incurring a significant shortfall in overheads

• EC fund overheads at 25% of eligible direct costs

• MBIE top-up will bring overheads to 100%

• Available to qualifying successful bids

• Capped at NZD$1.05 million per project

• NZ participants required to register bids with MBIE

• Further details on the MBIE Horizon Europe webpage

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/


• NZ researchers are eligible to apply from now

• 2023–2024 work programmes available online

• Projects typically 3 years, €4–15 million, on 
specific topics

• Consortia of at least 3 member states/ 
associated countries

• Partner search and brokerage events available

• Register bids with MBIE for top-up funding

Take home points



Contact us 
Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment  
15 Stout Street, PO Box 1473,
Wellington 6140, New Zealand. 
John.creech@mbie.govt.nz  |  +64 4 890 3524
www.mbie.govt.nz
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