RSNZ Journals: Special Issue Proposal Form 

Thank you for your interest in publishing a special issue in one of the Royal Society of New Zealand’s journals. Editing a theme issue is a serious commitment but can be a very rewarding experience. It gives you the opportunity to compile a dedicated issue on the topic of your choice, with your name on the cover. As guest-editing can be a demanding and time-consuming project, most special issues are organised by a team of people rather than an individual. Two or three editors tends to work best. Scheduling for a special issue is necessarily strict, so it is recommended that the initial timeframes are as realistic as possible. Before completing this form, we encourage prospective guest editors to think carefully about the scope of the issue, the list of contributors and their topics, as well as, the project timelines.

Please complete each of the following sections with as much detail as possible. Your completed form will be sent to the journal editorial board for evaluation.

	Name of journal
	

	Working full title of the proposed special issue
	

	Guest Editors’ Names, affiliations and email address 
	

	Brief description about the proposed special issue
1. the advances and novelty provided by the papers in relation to existing knowledge,
2. the common theme(s) that make the papers a coherent set.
	

	Anticipated number of published articles
	

	A tentative list of proposed paper titles, with authors
Ideally, a (mini) review paper should be written for the special issue
	The definitive list can be provided later, for example following the call for papers announcement. A list of targeted researchers and/or research groups along with potential topics should be sufficient at this stage. 


	Anticipated publication date, e.g. March 2026
	Royal Society of NZ journals adopt Continuous Publication Workflow. Special issues will be delivered as Virtual Special Issues (VSIs). In this model, each article is published individually as it becomes ready, and then grouped on a dedicated Special Issue webpage on Wiley Online Library. This page can be launched when the last expected articles are published, or built up dynamically as new articles are ready.


	Please confirm whether you would like to do a call for papers announcement for this special

issue. If yes, please provide texts in a separate Word document. 
	

	Project timeline (please check the guidelines below)
	First manuscript in:

Submission deadline: 
Final acceptance for production: 


Usual timeline for a special issue

	Stage
	Timeframe 

	Proposal, call for papers & content acquisition
	3 months

	Paper submission 
	4-6 months

	Reviewing process and revision submission
	6-9 months

	Production process till online publication
	2 months

	Total
	15-21 months


Please return this form by email to fei.he@royalsociety.org.nz
